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interest should be read, followed by any remarks or discussion 
which might arise therefrom. In pursuance of this wish, three 
public meetings were held in the Corn Exchange, Melton Mowbray, 
at which the three following papers were read:—

MELTON MOWBRAY, November 15th, 1858. 

THE REV. W. M. COLLES in the chair.

l&otofcrags, HLortrs of
By MR. THOMAS NORTH. 

PART I.

IT will be remembered by all conversant with the early history of 
Melton Mowbray, that at the Conquest, that lordship (in addition 
to twenty-six others in Leicestershire) was bestowed upen Geoffrey 
de Wirce, one of the many hardy warriors who were induced, 
partly by the love of war and partly by the hope of gaining the 
fair lands of a conquered country, to join William of Normandy 
in his expedition against England.*

Among the other companions of William the Conqueror was 
Roger de Albini, or Aubigni, a native of Aubigni in Normandy, 
whose wife was Amicia de Mowbray. He had two sons, William 
and Nigel. The elder of these was the Grand Butler of the Con 
queror, and the founder of the families of the Earls of Arundel and 
Sussex of that name. The younger son, Nigel, succeeded to the 
whole possessions of Geoffrey de Wirce, including the manor of

" Respecting Geoffrey de "Wirce, Dugdale, in his Antiquities of Warwickshire, 
Illustrated (edition 1765), makes the following remarks (page 53):—

" This place (Monkskirby) .......... as also great possessions in the counties
of Northampton, Leicester, Nottingham, and Lincoln, were in the generall distribution 
made by William the Conqueror amongst his Friends and Followers, given to one 
Geffrey Wirce of Little Britanny in France, and of the Family assuming that name 
from the Territory there called Guerche, adjoining to Anjou; who then came into 
England, and assisted in the Conquest thereof, and probably, with Aland Fergant, 
eldest son to the Duke of Brittany: For it appears by the Testimony of a good 
Historian, that divers Persons of Quality in that Province, whereof he names some, 
accompanied him: As also that a third Part of the Conqueror's army was com 
manded by the same Alan, who had the Earldome of Richmund given him as a. 
Reward for his service."

After mentioning the foundation, by Geoffrey, of the Monastery at Kirby, 
Dugdale continues:

"Howbeit of the said Geffrey Wirce have I not seen anything else memorable; 
nor do I find that he had any children; so that I most incline to believe that, dying 
without issue, his Possessions in England returned to the Crown; for all in this and 
the before cited counties came to the Hands of Nigel de Albini, Progenitor to the 
Mowbrays, by the Grant of King Henry I., whose possessions in this shire by that 
means, and by marriage with Segrave's Daughter and Heir, were of no small extent."
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Melton, but under what circumstances is wrapt in obscurity. This 
Nigel was Bow Bearer (an office connected with the King's forests) 
to William Rufus, and was girt with the sword of knighthood by 
Henry I., with whom he was a great favourite. Both he and his 
brother William adhered to that King in prosperity and adversity, 
disdaining (says the annalist) the distinctions to be acquired by 
treason and perjury.* Nigel, on many occasions, rendered good 
service to Henry, especially in his last encounter with his brother 
Robert in Normandy, where Albini, slaying the horse upon which 
Curthose was mounted, brought its rider a prisoner to the king of 
England.f For which display of courage and fidelity he was 
rewarded by the king with the Barony of Stutevill, the lands of 
Baron Fronteboef, who had forfeited the same by his adherence to 
the clause of the Duke of Normandy against his rapacious and cruel 
brother.f And for further eminent services rendered to Henry I. 
in Normandy, Nigel de Albini had also bestowed upon him by that 
monarch, all the lands, both in England and Normandy,*of Robert 
de Molbray, or Mowbray, Earl of Northumberland, together with 
all his castles, which the Earl had forfeited by his conspiracies 
against the government of William Rufus.§

As this grant was the cause of Nigel's descendants assuming 
the name of Mowbray, perhaps I may be allowed to digress for a 
few moments in order to shew in what manner the family of 
Mowbray became possessed of such large estates in England. ||

It is a fact familiar to all readers of English history, that when 
William the Conqueror landed in England, he had in his army 
very many priests, monks, and bishops, indeed, ecclesiastics 
apparently of every rank and degree. Previous to the memorable 
battle of Hastings, whilst the English were spending the night in 
revelry, and in singing the war-songs of their ancestors, these 
Norman churchmen were praying for the blessing of heaven upon 
the arms of their countrymen in the coming conflict, and were

* Ordericus Vitalis, vol. iii., p. 474, Bonn's edition.
t Cottonian MS. quoted by Dugdale, Mon. Ang., vol. vi., p. 320. Some of the 

Chroniclers do not agree with this statement.
} Nigel was also in Normandy with Henry at the battle of Noyon in 1119.—Ord. 

Tit. vol. iii., p. 482.
§ Dugdale's Bar., vol. i., p. 122.

|| The Rev. W. Monkhouse, F.S.A., in a Paper read before the Bedfordshire 
Archseological Society " on the Ethnography of the County of Bedford," makes the 
following remarks upon the name "Albini:"

"..... Perhaps the most remarkable corruption of a name is one to which my 
attention has been lately drawn, viz., that of Albini—on the great head and founder 
of which name the Conqueror had conferred no less than twelve manors in the 
county for his military services. The family were settled in Cainhoe castle ; and in 
the registers of the adjoining parishes I have found the name written Alboni and 
Allibone, in the early part of Queen Elizabeth's reign. But in the case I am alluding 
to, the representative1 of the great Nigel appears under the alias of Thomas Allbones, 
who was fined five shillings by the magistrates for being drunk and disorderly in the 
streets of Biggleswade I"
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receiving confession and performing the office of the mass in order 
that none might be unprepared to fall in the battle into which the 
morning's light was to plunge them.* There was, however, a man 
in the Norman army, who having been consecrated a bishop of the 
Church, not only continued to take a great interest in secular 
affairs, but played a conspicuous part in the military operations 
then being carried on. He plumed himself much upon his noble 
birth; and the excitement of the soldier's camp, and the pageantry 
of war, had more attractions for him than the quiet of the cloister, 
and his episcopal duties. " He was more distinguished for military, 
than for clerical ability; better able to array armed soldiers for 
battle, than to teach cowled clerks in the chants of the Church." 
This warrior was Geoffrey de Mowbray, bishop of Coutances, in 
Normandy.t After the battle of Hastings he was " often engaged 
in the conflicts against the English and Danes," and when the 
opponents of William were subdued, he obtained two hundred and 
eighty manors in England, as his share of the plunder, and as a 
reward for what appear to us, his anomalous proceedings. At his 
death, which occurred 2nd February, 1093, his lands passed into 
the hands of Robert de Mowbray, his nephew.J

This Robert de Mowbray was the son of a Roger de Mowbray, 
who came over with the Conqueror§—a brother, if I mistake not, 
of the bishop, and of Amicia, the wife of Roger de Albini. 
Robert, according to the chroniclers, was a person " of great 
stature, size, and strength; of a dark complexion, and covered 
with hair; his disposition bold and crafty; his features melancholy 
and harsh. He reflected more than he talked, and scarcely ever 
smiled when he was speaking."|| During one of the predatory 
excursions made into Northumberland by Malcolm, king of Scot 
land, in the reign of William Rufus, this Robert de Mowbray 
placed himself in ambush, awaiting his return; when, falling upon 
the Scotch king and his followers, Malcolm and his son Edward 
were both slain. This victory appears to have inspired Robert de 
Mowbray with pride, and to have led him (against the king's will) 
to fortify certain castles, which caused his royal master to suspect 
his fidelity, and to send him a message requesting him in a 
peremptory manner to desist from his proceedings, and to repair 
to his presence. This, the earl neglecting to do, king William sent 
his brother Henry to spoil Northumberland, and following himself, 
took the Earl prisoner, and placed him in confinement in Windsor 
Castle, where he afterwards died.H His lands being forfeited, in

• Thierry's Conquest of England, p. 68.
t That he was a Mowbray, see Notes und Queries, second series, vol. vi., p. 53. 

{ Ord. Vit., vol. iii., p. 17, 18. § Dugdale's Bar. vol. i., p. 57.
|| Ord. Vit., vol. iii., p. 17.

IT Speed. Matt., Paris, vol. iii., p. 47(1, Bohn's ed.; Matt, West., vol. ii., p. 20, 
Bohn's ed.; Hoveden, vol. i., p. 177, Bohn's ed.; Florence oi' Worcester, p. SOI, 
Bonn's ed.
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consequence of this rebellion, were bestowed as already mentioned, 
upon his cousin Nigel de Albini, the lord of Melton.

T may here remark that the Mowbrays derived their name from 
the village of Moubrai, in the canton of Perci, and arrondissement 
of St. Lo in Normandy, and which was identical with the ancient 
Norman barony of Mowbray called by Ordericus Vitalis, Mol- 
braium.*

Nigel de Albini, who being thus possessed of the estates of 
Geoffrey de Wirce, Robert de Mowbray, and the barony of Stute- 
vill, in addition to former grants direct from the Conqueror, became 
a most powerful and wealthy personage,f married for his first wife, 
Maud, daughter of Richard de Aquila, and wife of his cousin 
Robert de Mowbray, whose vast possessions, as we have just 
noticed, had been bestowed upon him. He appears to have 
wedded her, by permission of Pope Pascal II., during the lifetime 
of her first husband, and whilst he was, as stated before, lying a 
prisoner in Windsor Castle.J He, however (either tiring of her, 
or his conscience being suddenly awakened to the sin of living 
with his kinsman's wife), obtained a divorce, and in June, 1118, 
married (by advice of Henry I.) Gundreda, daughter of Gerald de 
Gornay.§ After founding or making grants to various religious 
houses, this, the second lord of Melton after the Conquest, at the 
close of his life, is said to have entered the Monastery of Bee in 
Normandy, to which he had given lands in Dunton, Leicestershire, 
and to have died at a very advanced age at Rouen.||

Nigel de Albini (who was not distinguished by the purity of 
his morals, as one of his concubines figures in Domesday Book) 
left by his wife Gundreda, having had no issue by Maud, his first 
wife, two sons, Roger and Hamo; the first of these, by express 
command of Henry I., took the name of Mowbray, because he 
inherited the lands of Mowbray through his father as before stated; 
the second, Hauio, was the progenitor of the Belers.

Roger de Mowbray, who succeeded his father as possessor of
* M. A. Lower, Esq.

+ He possessed one hundred and twenty knight's fees in Normandy, and as many 
in England.—Dugdale's Bar., vol. i., p. 122.

I " Matilda his (Robert de Mowhray's) wife, who had never enjoyed happiness 
with him, because their union was contracted at the very moment of the insurrection, 
and she had been led to the nuptial couch only three mouths before, trembling amid 
the clash of arms, was soon deprived of the consolations of marriage and long 
exposed to deep suffering. Her husband, as we have said, lived in prison, and 
during his life she could not, according to the law of God, marry again. At length, 
by license from Pope Paschal, before whom the case was laid by learned persons, 
after a long period, Nigel d'Aubigni took her to wife, and for some time treated her 
with respect out of regard to her noble parents: but on the death of Gilbert de 
Laigle, her brother, Nigel craftily sought a ground of divorce, and repudiated her 
because she had been his cousin's wife, and he then married Guudreda, sister of 
Hugh de Gournai."—Ord. Vit., vol. iii., p. 20.

§ Her mother was Edith, sister of William de Warrenne, first Earl of Surrey. 
Both Gundreda and his first wife, Maud, survived Nigel.—Ord. Vit., vol. iii., p. 21, 

|| Dugdale's Bar., vol. i,, p. 183.
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the lordship of Melton, now " called Mowbray from the lords 
thereof," was then a minor under the guardianship of King Stephen. 
He was a firm adherent of that monarch during his troublous 
reign, being one of the chief commanders in the memorable battle 
against the Scots, known as the Battle of the Standard, in 1138, 
though he was then still under age. And again at the Battle of 
Lincoln two years later, when Stephen surrounded by his enemies— 
after shattering his battle-axe, and then defending himself with his 
sword until that too failed him, and only the hilt remained in his 
hand—was taken prisoner, Roger de Mowbray shared the fate of 
his sovereign. Stephen, and with him the lord of Melton, soon 
regained their liberty, the former to enjoy a short respite from war 
and those civil dissensions which usually attend the wake of an 
usurper; the latter,a few years afterwards, in 1148, to follow the 
standard of Louis VII. into the Holy Land, and there to draw his 
sword in what was then considered the holiest of causes, the cause 
of heaven,—a crusade for the relief of the distressed Christians in 
the East, and the purging of the Holy Sepulchre from the defiling 
presence of the infidel. The zealous and saintly Bernard, the 
last of the Fathers, had (when his strength was failing, and he 
was calmly awaiting his dissolution) at the command of Pope 
Eugenius III., become the preacher of the Second Crusade; and 
not only all France, but nearly all Europe, succumbed to his 
eloquence, his piety, and the supposed sacredness of the cause he 
advocated, and sent the best, the noblest, the most valiant of their 
sons to fight under the banner of the Cross.

Previous to his departure to the Holy Land, Roger de Mowbray 
founded the Abbey of Byland in Yorkshire, and executed a deed 
of gift to the Abbey of Garendon in this county, wherein he finally 
yields to that church whatever Gundreda his mother gave of her 
lands, and in return begs that he may have an interest in the 
prayers of the abbot and his convent while he should be in that 
journey; and moreover promises, when he shall return, to grant 
most freely whatever, in reason, they shall demand of him.* 
Upon reaching the Holy Land, he, " to his immortal honour over 
came a stout and hardy pagan in single combat ;"t and soon being 
attracted by the valour and devotion of the Knights Templars, he 
became one of their greatest benefactors. Upon his return he 
founded at Balshall, in Warwickshire, a preceptory for that 
fraternity, to whom he gave all his lands in that town, with various 
manors elsewhere, and was otherwise so munificent, that they in 
return gave him, and his heirs, the privilege of pardoning any 
Templar he or they should find under public penance, for any 
offence whatever, on due contrition for his fault.J

* Nichols' History of Leicestershire: Appendix to Framland Hundred, p. 135.
t Dugdale's Bar., vol. i., p. 132. 

} " Bolh the Knights Hospitallers and Knights Templars held themselves most
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Roger de Mowbray also founded, probably about this time, a 
hospital in honour of the Virgin Mary and S. Lazarus, for the 
relief of lepers and other afflicted Christians, at Burton, near 
Melton; hence called Burton S. Lazarus, or Lazavs. He gave to 
this establishment two carucates* of land, a house, mills, &c., and 
so laid the foundation of a well-endowed hospital, consisting of a 
Master, and eight sound as well as several poor leprous Brethren, 
and which was the chief of all the Spittals or Lazar-houses in 
England, but dependent upon the great House at Jerusalem.f 
This gift was made by Roger, says his charter, " for the health of 
his soul, and for the souls of his father and mother, and for the 
souls of his ancestors," and is witnessed, in addition to others, by 
Nigel and Robert his sons-t

Beyond these casual traces, we know little of Roger de 
Mowbray's actions from the time of the return of the French 
army from Palestine, in 1149, until the year 1174, when we find 
his sword (which with him was certainly no useless ornament, or 
idle appendage to his costume) again drawn, and that too, in 
rebellion against his sovereign. He, and other great barons, 
joined Henry, son of Henry II., in the attempt to deprive his 
father of his crown and kingdom. Roger fortified all his strong 
holds, and repaired his ruinous old castle at Kinardsferry, in the 
Isle of Axbolme, Lincolnshire, but his enterprise was unsuccessful, 
for Geoffrey, the bishop elect of Lincoln, besieged the castle, 
and Roger hastening towards Leicester to obtain assistance, was 
detained by the country people at Clay, in Yorkshire. His castle 
soon fell into the hands of the bishop, who thereupon marched, 
and after a short siege also took the castle of Kirkby Malesard 
(or Malzeard),§ another of Roger's strongholds.||

Henry II., having by his reconcilement with the court of Rome, 
by a series of fortuitous occurrences, and by his timely concessions 
to the superstitious prejudices of his subjects by his penance at 
the tomb of S. Thomas of Canterbury, regained his lost ground iu

bound above all others their benefactors to Roger de Mowbray, to whose heirs and 
descendants they granted peculiar privileges."—Dugdale's Man. Aug., vol. vi., p. 799. 
See also Mills' History of the Crusades, vol. i., p. 300; and Dugdale's Bar., vol. i. 
p. 123.

* Perhaps about two hundred acres.
+ Tanner, as quoted in Dugdale's Mon. Ang., vol. vi., p. 032.

J Niehols' Leicestershire, Appendix to Framland Hundred, p. 129. "In the 
twelfth year of Henry II., upon the levying an aid for the marriage of the King's 
daughter, Roger de Mowbray was certified to hold eighty-eight knight's fees, and a 
fourth part by ancient grant and eleven knight's fees, and three parts by new grant, 
and the amount levied upon him was sixty-eight pounds, sixteen shillings, and 
fourpence."—Dugdale's Bar., vol. i., p. 122-3.

§ About twenty miles from York.
|| Roger of Wendover, vol. ii., p. 27 and 30, Bonn's ed.; Dugdale's Bar., vol. i., p. 123; 

Roger de Hoveden, vol. i., p. 377, Bohn's ed —Lord Lytteltou (Henry II., vol. v., 
p. 178) says that Mowbray, after the fall of Malesard, fled from his castle of Thirsk, 
where he was then staying, unto the Scotch king, to obtain his aid.
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England, and established his throne upon a firmer basis than it had 
previously rested upon, Roger de Mowbray either sent messengers, 
or himself hastened to meet the king at Northampton, on the 31st 
July, 1174, and there delivered up his castle of Thirsk, which the 
king soon after caused to be pulled down.* At the same time the 
castles of Leicester, Mountsorrell, and Groby, were also surrendered 
to the king, by the constables of the Earl of Leicester.f

Roger lost less by his rebellious conduct than the circumstances 
appeared to warrant; for the ambitious children of Henry II., 
finding their cause becoming weak, and losing the support of Louis 
of France, were glad to effect a reconcilement with their father, 
who granted a free pardon to all the revolters, and the prisoners on 
both sides were released.

It is not improbable that Henry's long sojourns out of England, 
and the ill repute attached to him in consequence of the murder of 
Thomas a Becket, induced many to join in this insurrection, who 
otherwise would have been among his most staunch supporters.

That Roger de Mowbray was a great benefactor to the church 
is evident from the many and noble gifts he made to various 
religious houses. For beside those already mentioned, he founded 
the Abbey of Newbrough in 1155, he greatly enriched the Canons 
of Kenilworth in Warwickshire,! the Canons of Sulby, Nor 
thamptonshire, the monks of S. Mary's, York, the monks of 
Fountains, and several other foundations in and out of England.§

We now come to the last great act of this ancient warrior's life, 
—a life chequered strangely with good and evil, yet offering no 
mean picture of the times in which he lived, of the motives which 
actuated, and the passions which swayed, so many of those whom 
we now look back upon with mingled feelings of admiration and
Pity- 

In the year 1184, Heraclius, the Patriarch of Jerusalem, ac 
companied by the Grand Master of the Hospital—the Grand 
Master of the Temple who formed part of the embassy, died in 
Italy, on the journey—arrived in England upon a mission to the 
King (Henry II.), requesting his presence and aid in the Holy 
Land against the Saracens. They brought with them the keys of 
the Sepulchre, of the Tower of David, and of the city of Jerusalem, 
which, together with the royal standard, they wished to hand to 
Henry as the " heir and lord of the land of Jerusalem."|| They also 
were bearers of a letter addressed by Pope Lucius III. to the King,

• Roger of Wendover, vol. ii., p. 80. " The site alone remains on the south-west 
of the town."—White's month in Yorkshire, 1858.

t Roger de Hoveden, vol. i., p. 883, Bonn's ed.; and Lyttelton's Henry n., 
vol. v., p. 199.

} Among other gifts see Dugdale's Warwickshire, p. 676 (Edition 1765).
§ He is said to have built no less than thirty-five religious houses. 

|| Henry was son of Jeffery, Earl of Anjou, whose brother Fulk was King of 
Jerusalem.
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wherein the Pope, after relating the miserable condition of the 
Christians in the Holy Land, concludes by reminding the King of 
those promises by which he had so often bound himself to do his 
utmost for their relief.* Henry met these illustrious persons at 
Reading, and after receiving their salutations and letter, appointed 
a time for his answer—the first Sunday in Lent, at London. 
Accordingly on that day, the King and all the principal men of 
England and Scotland met at Clerkenwell, and Henry having 
"formally adjured the lords to advise him that which should be 
most for his soul's health," it was thought fit to aid the cause with 
money, but not to employ the person of the King, or any of his 
children. The king likewise gave leave to all who chose, to take 
upon them the Cross, and to proceed to the succour of the Christians, 
and the defence of the Holy Land.f

Among those who took advantage of the encouragement given 
by the King to the soldiers of the cross, was Roger de Mowbray, 
who thus for the second time, and at an advanced age, again left his 
country as a champion of the church and her distressed members. 
Upon his arrival, however, with an immense multitude of men-at- 
arms and pilgrims, it was found that a truce for three years had 
been concluded between Saladin and the Christians; in con 
sequence of which the greater portion of the English returned 
home. Roger de Mowbray and Hugh de Beauchamp did not do 
this, "but remained there," says the annalist, "in the service of 
God."J In the following year, Saladin, taking advantage of the 
disunion existing among the Christians, and disregarding the 
truce, entered the country and gained a complete victory over his 
opponents, taking Guy, king of Jerusalem, and very many of the 
leading men prisoners, among whom was Roger de Mowbray. 
Hugh de Beauchamp, his companion in arms, was slain on the 
field of battle, and what was called " the true Cross" fell into the 
hands of the Turks. Saladin after ordering the decapitation of the 
Knights of the Temple and of the Hospital, placed the other priso'n- 
ers in confinement in order to extort considerable ransoms for their 
liberty. Roger de Mowbray regained his freedom by the liberality 
of the Knights Templars, who, remembering the great services he 
had rendered to them both in his person and estate, paid his 
ransom and obtained his release; soon after which event he died, 
says Hoveden,§ in those parts, and was buried at Sures.|| Others 
say that wearied with war he returned to England, and after living 
fifteen years, died at a great age, and was buried in the Abbey of 
Byland, within an arch on the south side of the Chapter House,

• Roger de Hoveden, yol. ii., p. 46. Roger of Wendover, vol. ii., p. 56.
+ Speed. J Hoveden, vol. ii., p. 63. § Vol. ii., p. 69. 

|| Where this place is does not appear. Sures is however probably used for 
Syria. Capgrave, in his Chronicle, so uses it,—" surra," vide pp. 44 and 53.
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near to the body of Gundreda, his mother, a figure of a sword being 
placed upon his tomb.* This latter statement is however accom 
panied by a description of such an improbable adventure during 
his journey to England that we are inclined to think Hoveden's 
testimony as to his death in the East to be the correct one.f

Roger de Mowbray, the third lord of Melton after the Conquest, 
is a fair sample of the great warrior-statesmen of his day. He 
was valiant and impetuous; his hand flew to his sword sometimes 
without his calmly reflecting upon the merits of the cause he 
espoused, or its probable results; according to the received opinions 
of his day he was pious, a true son of the church, and a great 
benefactor to her religious establishments; J and above all he was 
a puissant champion of Christianity against the infidels in the Holy 
Laud. Melton has no need, therefore, to be ashamed of this her 
early lord, to whom she owes the appellation by which she is 
distinguished from other towns of a similar name, being subse 
quently to his decease, known as Melton Mowbray.

Roger married Alice de Gaunt, by whom he left two sons, Nigel 
and Roger. Nigel de Mowbray, who married Mabel, daughter of 
the Earl of Clare3§ succeeded his father as possessor of the manor 
of Melton. Many years previously we find him taking part in the 
stirring events of the time. He was a witness to the recognition 
by Henry II. of the famous Constitutions of Clarendon, and he 
likewise, ten years afterwards, joined his father in that rebellion 
against the same king, which has been already alluded to.||

Soon after the death of Henry II., his successor Richard, 
having already been girt with the sword of the dukedom of Nor 
mandy, arrived in England, where he was met by the Archbishops, 
Bishops, Earls, Barons (among whom was Nigel de Mowbray Tf), 
and a vast multitude of Knights, and by their consent and advice, 
he was with great pomp solemnly consecrated and crowned in 
Westminster, as King of England.

Nigel de Mowbray appears to have inherited the liberality, as 
well as the wealth of his ancestors, for we find he confirmed certain 
grants to religious houses, formerly made by Geoffrey de Wirce, 
Nigel de Albini his grandfather, and Roger de Mowbray his father. 
In addition to which he gave to the Hospital of Burton Lazars the

* Dugdale's Bar., vol, i., p. 133.
t "...... That in his journey, finding a fierce Dragon fighting with a Lion in

a certain valley called Sarranell, he mortally wounded the Dragon; whereby he so 
gained the love of that king of beasts, that he followed him into England, to his 
castle at Hode."—Dugdale's Bar., vol. i., p. 123.

} Dugdale, in his Antiquities of Warwickshire, p. 680, ed. 1765, says Roger, 
" being a very devout man, amongst his other pious works," &c.

§ According to a Cottonian MS., quoted by Dugdale (Mon., vol. vi. p. 330), this 
was Edmund, Earl of Clare, this however is not borne out by a reference to Sir H. 
Nicholas' Synopsis.

I] Dugdale's Bar., vol. i., p. 123. If Ibid.
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tithe of all the meat and drink consumed in his house, wheresoever 
he should be, with an injunction to his descendants to observe the 
same for the health of the souls of his father, his mother, himself, 
and his posterity.* He likewise was a benefactor to the Abbot 
and Convent of Garendon,t and to the Monks of S. Mary Overie, 
in Southwark, he gave certain churches which he had received as 
a marriage portion with Mabel his wife.J

Richard I., almost as soon as he had fairly seated himself upon 
the throne of his kingdom, prepared for that enterprise which he 
had vowed to undertake—a crusade to the Holy Land. And as 
he intended this to eclipse all former expeditions of a like character, 
he used all the means at his command for raising money to carry 
out his plans upon a scale commensurate with his dignity and the 
supposed importance of the end to be gained. He sold nearly all 
the crown lands. To the Bishop of Durham he sold the earldom 
of Northumberland, remarking that he had made a young earl of 
an old bishop. For ten thousand marks he delivered up to the 
King 'of Scotland, Berwick and Roxburrough, and desisted from 
his claim to the feudal sovereignty of that country. When some 
of his subjects ventured to expostulate with him upon his thus 
alienating so many of the possessions of the crown, he replied,— 
" I would sell London itself could I meet with a chapman able to 
purchase it:" so intent was he upon his enterprise. Richard also 
resorted to other means to obtain money which were not so repu 
table. The annalist (Hoveden) says, "whoever chose bought of 
the King their own rights, and those of others; by which the King 
acquired a very large sum of money."

The Crusade in which our lion-hearted King took so prominent 
a part, is a brilliant episode in the history of the past, but is 
extended over too large a field, and is not sufficiently connected 
with our present subject to allow of more than cursory allusions to 
it. Suffice it now to say this was emphatically the golden age of 
chivalry—and war, with all its accessories, was gilded over with a 
pomp and a gorgeous magnificence probably never since equalled. 
Hear an eye-witness (Vinisauf) describe the appearance of the 
army as led by Richard against Jerusalem in 1192. "There were 
to be seen innumerable flying banners, ensigns, and pennons of 
various kinds; the sons of so many mothers, born in so 
many countries; so many arms of every form, crests of helmets 
glittering with gems, shining corslets, flaming lions rampant On 
shields, or golden flying dragons, lofty steeds eager to bound away, 
whose bridles, as they disdained to be held> foamed with their 
ardour; so many mules, so many lances glittering with sharp

* Dugdale's Bar., vol. i., p. 124. Upon levying the Soutage for Wales in I. Eichard, 
Nigel answered £44. 2s. 8d. for the knights' fees he then held.—Ibid. This Scutage 
was at the rate of 10s. for every knight's fee.

t Nichols' Leicestershire. } Dugdale's Bar., vol. i., p. 134.
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heads, the air shone with the torch of their swords; so many 
valiant and chosen soldiers as, in my opinion, would suffice for a 
greater multitude of Turks ....."*

Nigel de Mowbray assumed the cross and departed for the 
Holy Land in the third year of Richard's reign: why he did not 
go with the vast army which accompanied the king two years 
previously does not appear, and whether he now went as a soldier, 
or as a simple pilgrim, is uncertain; though I am inclined to think 
he went in the former capacity, because in the same year (1190 or 
1191) several other important personagesf appear to have left 
England for Palestine, and it is probable Nigel was one of their 
companions. One thing, however, is certain, in either case his 
plans were frustrated,—whether he left his native shores as a 
warrior, aiming to emulate, or perhaps even to eclipse, the valiant 
deeds of his father, and to equal his indomitable courage and 
perseverance, or, whether he went as a conscience-stricken pilgrim, 
vainly hoping by such a means to wash out the many and great 
offences his heart told him he had committed, he was equally 
without obtaining the desired end; for instead of contending with 
the hosts of the Saracen king—instead of bending the knee in 
reverent worship in the holy sepulchre, a stronger enemy met him 
by the way,—he died on ship-board, in the Greek sea, and his 
remains (being placed in a coffin with an inscription thereon, 
declaring whom it contained)^ were lowered into their watery 
grave, there to rest until soldier and pilgrim, mussulman and 
Christian, are alike summoned—how vast an army!—to stand 
before their Judge.

Thus died in 1191, Nigel de Mowbray, the fourth lord of 
Melton after the conquest.

Nigel left issue by Mabel his wife, four sons—William, Robert, 
Philip, and Roger. From Robert, the second son, descended the 
Mowbrays of Scotland; Roger died without issue; of Philip we 
know nothing; and William, as the eldest son and heir of his 
father, became the next lord of Melton; and in the sixth year of 
Richard I., paying a hundred pounds for his fine, or as it was 
termed relief, had livery of his lands,§ that is, obtained possession 
of the estates which his father (like all the Other great barons) held 
directly from the king. Perhaps I may here remark, that when at 
the conquest, lands were granted to the various companions of 
William in his expedition against England, they were held by the 
recipients (in accordance with the feudal system introduced by the 
Normans) immediately of the king; and the conditions upon which 
they were held, was the performance of certain honorary services.

* Keightley's Crusaders, p. 486.
+ Dugdale's Bar., vol. i., p. 88. List of Crusaders in Wiffiu's Translation of 

Tasso, vol. i., p. 75.
J Dugdale's Bar., vol. i., p. 124. | Ibid.
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These great tenants of the crown were divided into two classes, 
those who held by knight's service in capite, and those who also 
held in capite, by grand sergeantry. The services required of the 
former were to bear arms in the king's behalf, and to attend him in 
his wars; iu addition to which, the latter were required to attend 
the king in his court at the great festivals; and at other times when 
summoned, to carry his banner, or his lance; or to be his champion, 
butler, &c., at his coronation. These, the latter, held their fiefs 
per baroniam, were the king's barons, and as such possessed both a 
civil and criminal jurisdiction, each in his court baron; and as it
•was the principle of the feudal system that each tenant should 
attend the court of his immediate superior, these greater barons 
(as they were afterwards termed) having no superior but the king, 
were bound to attend the sovereign in his great council or parlia 
ment, which was in fact the great court baron of the realm.* It 
was to this noble body that William de Mowbray and his ancestors 
from their first settlement in England belonged. Having become 
one of these magnates, his loyalty and patriotism were soon to be 
tested. Richard, after performing great exploits in the Holy Land, 
both by his own arm and by means of his army, concluded iu the 
year 1192, a truce with Saladiu for three years; and wishing to 
return home secretly by way of Germany, he attempted to pass 
through that country in disguise. For this purpose he assumed 
the name of Hugo the Merchant, his hair and beard being long in 
order the better to prevent recognition; but the profusion of his 
expenditure raised suspicion, and he fell into the hands of the Duke 
of Austria at Vienna, who delivered him up to his feudal lord, the 
Emperor of Germany. After being examined before the Germanic 
Diet upon certain real or pretended misdeeds laid to his charge, it
•was agreed he should be acquitted and set at liberty, upon the 
payment of a ransom amounting to one hundred thousand pounds. 
Towards this ransom William de Mowbray was assessed eighty- 
eight pounds, and was moreover one of the pledges, upon the 
King's enlargement, for payment of the remainder of the money .f 
The greater portion of the ransom being paid and security given 
for the remainder, Richard was released from his captivity on the 
feast of the Purification of the Virgin, 1194, and quickly returned 
to England, where he was received with every demonstration of joy 
by his subjects and was again solemnly crowned at Westminster. 
During Richard's captivity his brother Johu, taking advantage of 
his misfortunes and absence, attempted to seize the government,
•which however, owing to the exertions of Eleanor the queen mother 
and the fidelity of the greater number of the Barons, he was unable 
to effect; indeed upon Richard's return, Nottingham Castle was 
the only strong place in the hands of John's adherents; Richard

* Vide Mr. Courthope's Historic Peerage.—(Observations on Dignities). 
t Dugdale's Bar., vol. i., p. 184.
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hastened to besiege it, stormed the town and soon obliged the 
garrison to capitulate.

It is highly probable that it was at this time that Richard 
visited Melton: for having reduced the castle of Nottingham, he 
made an excursion of pleasure into Sherwood, which was then one 
of the largest forests in England, extending from Nottingham into 
Yorkshire. There it was that Robin Hood and his men then 
ranged, " gay, blithe, and free," and doubtless the existence of this 
band of outlaws would be an additional inducement to Richard to 
visit a locality in which they maintained a rude independence, 
refusing to acknowledge the supremacy of the Norman. It is, we 
say, probable that Richard at this time visited Melton and executed 
the deed which attests his presence in this town. "I confirm," 
says he, " to God and the Church of St. Andrew of Ouston and its 
Canons, the Church of Methborn, which my father gave to them in 
free and perpetual alms. Given at Melton, under our great seal."* 
These simple words, " given at Melton," are the only record we 
possess of the visit of the most warlike of our many warrior-kings 
to this our town; but we may in imagination picture the valiant, 
handsome, but proud monarch, clad in his coat of mail, and bear 
ing upon his shield (the first fruits of English Heraldry) the three 
lions passant, which have ever since been borne by his royal 
successors—emblems, perchance, of his courage and noble bearing, 
but no fit symbols of the gross vices—the king's "three favourite 
daughters"—pride, avarice, and voluptuousness, which so marred 
and stained his public and private life. We can picture Richard, 
attended by many of his grim and stalwart companions in arms. 
There was Ranulph, Earl of Chester, one of the most powerful of 
the king's barons, and who owned many lordships in this county: 
there was Jeffrey Fitz Piers, or Peter, afterwards Earl of Essex 
and Chief Justiciary of England: there were also Hugh Bardolff 
and Hugh Autun ;J these, and doubtless many more of the chief 
men of the land, were in the train of the king when he visited 
ancient Melton. Tradition whispers that King Street owes its 
name to the visit of this monarch. If this be so, it is not impro 
bable that the castle of Melton, mentioned by Burton as having 
been founded by " Roger Lord Mowbray," may have stood in the 
neighbourhood of this street. Indeed, architectural features of 
the Norman period have upon more than one occasion been here 
brought to light. The castle of Melton may have been erected, as 
Burton remarks, " in regard of the fit and pleasant site," and used 
as a domestic dwelling, rather than as a place of defence ;§ the

* Nichols" Leicestershire, under Ouston.
+ He was Sheriff of Leicestershire and Warwickshire (which two counties for 

merly went under one charge) in 3 Richard I.—Burton's Leicestershire, p. 323, 
Ed. 1822.

} These all appear as witnesses to the above-mentioned deed. 
§ Burton's Leicestershire, p. 3, first edition.
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silence of history and tradition as to its fate would lead us to infer 
this. Again, tradition points to the ground at present occupied by 
premises in the tenure of Mr. Towne and others, at the left hand 
of the entrance into King Street from the Market Place, as the 
site of an ancient hostelry. Perhaps these loosely authenticated 
scraps from oral history may permit us to indicate almost the pre 
cise locality occupied by Richard and his court during his sojourn 
in this town.

The war with France, for which Richard was now preparing, 
lasted about five years, indeed, until the time of his death. " With 
whom," says an old writer,* " the glory and honour of military 
skill expired"—anotherf asserts (the warlike and courageous cha 
racter of Richard had a peculiar charm for our ancient historians) 
that " with him, in the opinion of many, were buried alike the 
pride and honour of the chivalry of the West."

Upon the accession of John to the throne, and before his arrival 
in England, many of the barons, including William de Mowbray, 
were backward in rendering their allegiance; and when Hubert, 
Archbishop of Canterbury, William Marshall, and Geoffrey Fitz 
Peter, Justiciary of England, the chief upholders of John's interests, 
summoned these barons to the great assembly held at Northampton, 
they would only swear to preserve their fealty to him and to keep 
the peace upou condition that he would give to each of them his 
due, and render to every of them his rights J

Early in John's reign William de Mowbray defended a lawsuit 
against William de Stutevill, for the estates forfeited by that baron's 
ancestor, Robert de Stutevill or Fronteboef, in consequence, it will 
be remembered, of his taking part with Robert Curthose against 
Henry I.; these lands having then been bestowed upon Nigel de 
Albini, the great grandfather of the William de Mowbray of whom 
we are now speaking. It appears that in Henry the Second's time a 
claim had been made for this barony by Robert de Stutevill against 
Roger de Mowbray, when an arrangement was made between them 
by which Roger gave to Robert Kirby in Moorshead,§ with its 
appurtenances, to hold by the service of nine knights' fees, in full 
discharge of his claim; but this arrangement not being confirmed 
in the King's Court, and sanctioned by his authority, William de 
Stutevill now commences new suits against William de Mowbray 
to recover possession of the ancient barony of his house. After 
the contention had been carried on for some time, the dispute (in 
the second year of John's reign) was determined by the King and 
his Council in this manner: William de Stutevill renounced his 
claim to the barony in question, and William de Mowbray gave to 
him for this renunciation nine knights' fees in addition to those

» Speed. t Wendover { Speed and Hoveden. 
§ Probably Kirby Moorside, twenty-four miles from York.
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under the former agreement, and a yearly rent of twelve pounds * 
It should be remembered, that in a dispute of this nature there was 
something contended for beyond the mere pecuniary value of the 
lands. The dignity of the peerage was not then as now, personal, 
but territorial, that is, not vested in the individual as such, but vested 
in him as holder of certain landed estates, and a proof of tenure 
per baroniam constituted a right to attend the councils of the 
sovereign as a lord of Parliament; thus the possession of the 
above disputed barony,—though in this particular case the loss of 
it would not affect iu that way either the plaintiff or defendant, as 
they were both holders of other fiefs,—would in all probability 
confer upon the holder thereof the dignity of a Baron by Tenure.f

After ascending the throne under circumstances so clearly 
shewing there was little confidence aud mutual esteem between the 
king and his barons, it is not surprising that the unjust exactions 
of money extorted by John from both clergy and laity, to spend in 
extravagance and debauchery, should cause William de Mowbray 
and the other great barons to rise and protest against such stretches 
of the kingly prerogatives: much less is it surprising that the 
excessive indolence of the king, amounting almost to cowardice, 
which lost to the English crown the dukedom of Normandy, and 
that want of statesmanlike foresight, prudence, and firmness, which 
caused the kingdom to be placed under an interdict, himself ex 
communicated, a foreign power almost in possession of the realm, 
and which finally rendered himself and his subjects tributaries and 
vassals to the papal court, should cause John's warlike and almost 
independent barons to raise their voices and draw their swords 
against such infringements upon the honour and liberties of the 
country.

We accordingly find that the lord of Melton (being then 
governor of York castle) joined the great barons, who in 1215, 
took up arms in order to enforce their demands upon their reluc 
tant king. And after obliging John to grant them the great 
Charter of Liberties at Runnimede, William de Mowbray and his 
brother Roger, were among the twenty-five barons chosen to enforce 
the king's observance of that famous Charter.J

It has been well observed, that it is curious to note how 
thoroughly English these originally Norman barons had by this 
time become; William the Conqueror might be despotic, and his 
power unlimited, so long as that power was used for his followers'

• Dugdale's Bar., vol. i., p. 455. Roger de Hoveden, vol. ii., p. 483. Dugdale 
says that Stutevill laid claim, amongst other places, to Melton : but it is not at all 
clear upon what his claim rested, for it will be remembered that the Mowbrays held 
that lordship in direct succession from Nigel de Albini, who became possessed of it 
as parcel of the estates of Geoffrey de Wirce, and not as part of the possessions 
forfeited by Robert de Stutevill.

t Vide introduction to Mr. Courthope's Historic Peerage. 
J Wendover's Chronicle, vol. ii., pp. 807 and 383.
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benefit; but now, after the lapse of a hundred and fifty years, 
when by possession, intermarriages, and other circumstances, they 
had become firmly fixed in their new homes, they, the conquerors, 
rose in arms against their king, and demanded a charter, granting 
them the privilege of living under the ancient laws of the conquered 
people. For although this charter was said to be a confirmation 
of that granted by John's predecessor, Henry I., still, it must be 
remembered that the one granted by that monarch, was a re 
establishing of very many of the good old laws, collected by 
Edward the Confessor, under which the Saxons lived.

Thus was raised the standard of freedom in England, which 
has (notwithstanding many vicissitudes) never since that day been 
hauled down ; and the charter then obtained, relaid the foundation 
of a constitution, which, for its just appreciation of the wants and 
liberties of all classes living under its influence, has never been 
equalled, and of which every loyal subject of England's queen is, 
or ought to be, both proud and watchful. It may be said that the 
great charter rather recognized, and gave substance to old laws, 
and dormant privileges" than gave new ones. That is true, but it 
was surely a vast stride towards constitutional freedom to have 
these—many of them—traditional laws and disused customs, 
again solemnly recognized by the king and his leading subj.ects, as 
the fixed and certain laws of the country, and as the broad basis 
upon which all future legislation was to be built.

It could hardly be expected that a man of John's character 
would quietly submit to be guided by a charter obtained from him 
under such circumstances. He quickly refused the observance of 
it, saying it had been wrested from him by force, and he applied 
to his new lord, the pope, to absolve him from the oath he had 
taken in respect of it. The pope not only absolved him, but 
declared the charter void by a special bull, and excommunicated 
the barons, first as a body, and then, because they affected to 
question the efficacy of an instrument in which each was not 
particularly named, he thundered the sentence against each indi 
vidually, not forgetting especially to mention William de Mowbray. 
The lord of Melton (in common with the other barons) was described 
by the Holy Father as being worse than a Saracen, and he was to 
be strictly avoided by all.* The pope's letters of excommunica 
tion appear to have been little heeded, either by the barons or the 
people generally; they asserting that " the management of lay 
affairs did not belong to the pope .... so they held worship 
throughout the whole city (London) ringing bells, and chanting 
•with loud voices."t

Then came that miserable civil strife, where we see'the king 
calling over foreign mercenaries to wage war against his subjects,

• Roger de Wendover's Chron., vol. ii., p. 354. t Ibid, p. 856.
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and the barons attempting to place a foreign prince upon the 
throne of their king. The king being, by means of his foreign 
troops, too strong for the barons, they were reduced to great straits. 
Cursing the king's fickleness and unfaithfulness, they thus gave 
vent to their grief: " Woe to you, John, last of kings, detested 
one of the chiefs of England, disgrace to the English nobility! 
Alas! for England already devastated, and to be further devastated. 
Alas ! England, England, till now chief of provinces in all kinds 
of wealth, thou art laid under tribute ..... We read that many 
other kings, yea, and princes, have contended even to the death, 
for the liberty of their land which was in subjection; but you, 
John, of sad memory to future ages, have designed and made it 
your business to enslave your country which has been free from 
times of old; and, that you might drag others with you into 
slavery ..... have in the first place oppressed yourself; you have, 
from a free king, become a tributary, a farmer, and a vassal of 
slavery ; you have bound by a bond of perpetual slavery this noble 
land, which will never be freed from the_servile shackle, unless 
through the compassion of Him who may at some time deign to 
free us and the whole world, whom the old servitude retains under 
the yoke of sin. And what is to be said to you, O Pope! who ought to 
shine forth an example to the whole world as the father of holiness, 
the mirror of piety, the defender of justice, and the guardian of 
truth ; do you agree to this ? do you commend and protect such a 
one ? But because he inclines to you you defend this drainer and 
extorter of the wealth of England and the English nobility, that 
everything may be absorbed in the gulph of Roman avarice; but 
this plea and excuse, this sin and accusation are before God."*

In language so spirit-stirring and patriotic did the barons, 
according to a contemporary writer, protest against the base 
proceedings of King John and the grasping and corrupt practices 
of the papal court.

William de Mowbray was among those who now invited over 
and adhered to Louis son of the King of France. The French 
landed in England on the 30th of May, 1216, and on the 19th of 
the October following, King John died. Henry III. was crowned 
with a circlet of gold at Gloucester, on the 28th of the same month.

In the first year of the young king's reign William de Mowbray 
was taken prisoner, fighting in the ranks of the French Prince at the 
battle of Lincoln, by William Marshall, regent of the kingdom during 
Henry's minority, and his lands were forfeited and bestowed upon 
William Marshall the younger, t William de Mowbray was how 
ever enabled immediately to redeem all his estates,! which, if he 
had not 'done, would quickly have reverted to him, for in the very

* Wendover's Chron., vol. ii., p. 857. t Dugdale's Bar., vol. i., p. 124. 
J Dugdale says " but in consideration of the lordship of Benestede in Surrey, 

given by him to Hubert de Burgh, then Justice of England, he soon redeemed all."
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year in which he was taken prisoner, a treaty of peace was con 
cluded between Henry and Louis in which it was stipulated that 
all who had taken part with the latter, since the commencement of 
the war, should have their liberty and the possession of their lands.

At least an outward show of confidence now existed between 
William de Mowbray and his sovereign, for in 1220 he attended 
the king's army to the siege of Bitham Castle in Lincolnshire, 
then fortified and held by William, Earl of Albemarle, in rebellion 
against the king; and he had scutage from those who held lands 
of him by military service towards the charges incurred by him in 
that expedition. Roger, his younger brother, dying without issue, 
William de Mowbray had livery or possession of his lauds, paying 
the relief or fine due to the King for the same.*

As to his benefactions to the Church,—he founded a chapel at 
Thirsk, dedicated to S. Nicholas, and therein or in connection 
therewith, a chantry,t the bell of which it was agreed, by a com 
position made with the monks of Newbrough Abbey, founded by 
Roger, his grandfather, should be rung although it was not a parochial 
chapel, at the celebration of mass whenever he or any of his heirs 
should be present; as also on the festival of S. Nicholas, and the 
obits or anniversaries of the deaths of his ancestors.]: He also 
released to the Hospital of Burton Lazars, the foreign military 
service due to him for five bovates (a bovate was about twenty- 
eight acres) of land at Leesthorpe.§

William de Mowbray, the fifth lord of Melton after the Conquest, 
ended his turbulent life, in the year 1222, in the Isle of Axholme, 
and was buried in the Abbey of Newbrough, leaving issue by 
Agnes his wife, who was daughter of .... Earl of Arundel,|| two 
sons, Nigel and Roger.H

And here, that I may not weary you, we will for the present close 
our attempted sketch of " the Mowbrays, lords of Melton." We 
have it is hoped formed such an acquaintance, slight though it be, 
with these mighty men in the early history of our town and country, 
and have obtained such an insight, however dim and obscure, into 
the times in which they lived, as will prevent our meeting together 
from being an entire waste of time, or altogether wanting in that 
interest and stimulus to thought and reflection which such a subject 
ought to awaken in both the reader and listener. We have seen 
that the lordship of Melton passed from Geoffrey de Wirce, the 
original grantee under the Conqueror, to Nigel de Albini, the

* Dugdale's Bar., vol. i., p. 135; and Rapin.
t This chantry has entirely disappeared.—White's Month in Yorkshire. 1858. 
t Dugdale's Bar., vol. i., p. 125. § Nichols' Leicestershire, under Burton Lazars. 
|| This was probably William de Albini the second Earl of Arundel (ob. 1196). 

If so, his daughter Agnes was great grandaughter of William de Albini Pincerna, 
her husband, William de Mowbray, being great grandson of Nigel de Albini, William 
Pincerna's brother.

^ Dugdale's Bar., vol. i., p. 125.
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ancestors of the Mowbrays and Belers of Leicestershire. We 
then accompanied Roger de Mowbray his son and heir, the third 
lord of Melton after the Conquest, through his journeys to the Holy 
Land, and until we noticed the uncertain date of his death, and 
the doubtful place of his sepulture, not neglecting to record the 
foundation by him of the famous hospital or Lazar-honse at Burton 
Lazars. We next mentioned Nigel the son and heir of this Roger, 
and the fourth owner of this lordship after the Conquest, whose 
vast possessions passed into the hands of his son William de 
Mowbray, the fifth lord, who took so prominent a part in obtaining 
from King John the grant of the Great Charter.

MELTON MOWBRAY, December 20<A, 1858. 

THE REV. J. M. COLLES in the chair.

JUriton an& tyt $Uformatton,
BY MR JAMES THOMPSON.

MANY records of the past, which have never seen the light of day 
for centuries, are at this time lying at the bottom of old chests, 
buried in the dust of antiquity. Having no practical value — 
affecting no title to an estate, or any question of pedigree — they 
remain unmolested in their hiding-places, from the influence of that 
inert Conservatism which forms so essential an element in the 
national character. These documents may be parish registers, 
town accounts, entries of the proceedings of local courts, rolls of 
ancient fraternities, or the muniments of municipal bodies — the 
"short and simple annals" of communities, large and small, once 
as much occupied with the busy affairs of life as wer their successors 
and descendants, may be at this day.

Much has been done by archaeologists in bringing forth from 
obscurity these relics of the former transactions of public life. 
Many have of late years been diligently searched for and examined, 
and their contents have aided in the correction of pretentious 
volumes, and in showing how much, very much, remains to be done 
before a History of England, really worth the name, can be written. 
Local history has thus been largely indebted to such records for 
its fulness, its accuracy, its truthfulness, its graphic interest, 
and its extensive corroboration : a single fact starting out of an 
ancient manuscript, like a bright ray of truth, illumining contem 
porary history in a way peculiar and remarkable. To find




